THE DEPRESSION,  1930

ference was dealing. He returned to India with some loss of
prestige.

The Conference continued its sittings until 1932, and its con-
clusions were published in a White Paper in the following year.
A Federal Constitution was proposed which would give auto-
nomy to the provinces, Burma was to be completely separated
from India, as Ceylon had been in 1931, and given semi-
Dominion status. The Federal Constitution was intended to
reconcile the divergent claims of Hindus and Moslems, the
Princes and Congress. In 1934 a Bill embodying it Was hotly
attacked by Winston Churchill, who was not a member of the
National Government, as a surrender to incompetent extrem-
ists; but it finally passed both Houses. Provincial autonomy was
soon afterwards introduced in India; but Federation was de-
layed by the apparently irreconcilable claims of different sects
and parties, and by the natural unwillingness of the Indian
Civil Service to relinquish its functions.
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